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From the Executive Director 

    2018, brought an increase in staff support to Grade A 

Plus.  For the Spring we created two On Site-Assistants to 

help improve our use of technology in working with the 

children and to give them a sense of welcoming.  One 

position is dedicated to a parent  serving in the role of 

greeter for the children. This Assistant  hears how their day 

went,  provides their snack and gets them ready to work 

academically with their assigned college tutor.  (Con't pg. 3)
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May Graduation & 
Honors 

Grade A Plus transitioned two 

students out of the program in May 

2018.  Shakira Cross (started as a 

6th grader) and Conner Kriete 

(started as a sophomore in H.S. ) 

graduated and both were accepted 

to start college in the Fall of 2018.  

Shakira will attend University of 

Missouri- Columbia and major in 

Education.  Conner will attend 

MACC.  It was a tearful moment for 

Conner and his mom because they 

never imagined Conner going to 

college until he joined the Grade A 

Plus program.  The "Can Do" spirit of 

the program encouraged them to 

give his future and college a try. 

 

 

Optimism is the faith that leads 
to achievement.  Nothing can be 
done without hope and 
confidence. -Helen Keller  
Grade A! offers a pedagogy of 
confidence. We can learn to do 
well!

   The Board elected Dr. Darlene Grant to 

serve as the Chairman of the Board and 

Julie Stavely -O'Carroll to serve as Deputy 

Chair for the 2018-2020 term. 

   Upon graduation, Shakira Cross has 

joined the Advisory Board to help provide 

insight about being in the program and 

students transition needs for the coming 

year. 

New Board of Directors 



(Cont'd from Pg. 1 )

From the Executive 
Director 

      As of February 2018, The re-

branding of the organization to 

become Grade A Plus Incorporated 

was complete.  Grade A : Academic 

Support and Enrichment is still the 

primary program focus.  However by 

adding the PLUS to our name, it will 

allow the organization to grow and 

expand into additional programming 

in the future. 

     The first program developed by this 

organization (FHG Outreach Dance 

Program) is still a focus for developing 

girls in the dancearts  and enabling 

them to travel as a team to do 

presentations. 

 

 

 

Grade A Plus was accepted in 
July 2018 for a Human Services 
contract in July to help provide 
services for needy youth in 
Columbia to receive academic 
support and enrichment 
services. 

     Fundraising for 2018 was relatively 

successful with COMOGIVES providing $3300 

in income for 2018. 

      However, participation in the HMUW 

funding campaign was even better in 

September 2018, than previous years and 

Grade A Plus was awarded a Pacesetter 

award for a third year in a row. 



 

Academic Support 
and Enrichment 
Program - 2018 

      Transportation is at the core of 

the Grade A program.  Without this 

support many of the children would 

be limited to learning experiences at 

school only.  Grade A added a 

walkie-talkie system called VOXER 

to better help parents connect with 

the drivers and know the location of 

the van.  This is a comfort to a 

working parent who depends on 

their child being picked up by Grade 

A Plus. It worked well when a 

student was not picked up and 

parent saw it on the app.  Parent was 

able to find the student and then 

arrange for them to be brought to 

the program. 

     Academic Support for Spring 2018 

had 17 service learning students and 

additional community volunteers and 

organization leaders to help with 

tutoring.  MU Graduate Math 

Students returned to help with the 

Math Up! sessions dedicated to pre-

algebra, algebra, geometry, and 

calculus tutoring for 7th - 12th grade 

students. 

 

Transportation team added 
Almeta Crayton Community 
Programs as an organization 
providing support and a new 
driver, Tim Hudspeth, a 
community volunteer employed 
by CPS schools. 

     Enrichment for 2018 included 
basketball development, drownproofing, 
Swimming I, and Yoga.  The semester 
ended with Fun Week field trips to Lazer 
Lanes and AMF Bowling. 
 
 


