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ROBOTICS ENRICHMENT  IN THIS ISSUE 

The Army Ants, a local Robotics group 

led by Dr. Kevin Gillis of MU 

bioengineering, provided our first youth 

workshop on robotics held for 

the Academic Support and Enrichment 

Program.  The course was instructed on 

October 4
th

 and 18
th

.  The Army Ants are 

a FIRST Robotics Competition team from 

Columbia, MO.  The team consists of 35 

student members from 4 local high 

schools as well as homeschoolers, but 

any high-school student in Boone Count 

is welcome to join.  They are governed by 

the Columbia Educational Robotics 

Foundation (CERF), a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization.  CERF promotes robotics 

for kids of all ages and supports local 

FIRST Lego League teams. 

The students focused on learning how to 

build robots and to think about 

engineering in the first session. The 

second session focused on programming. 

Studies show that the study of robotics is 

a fun way for students to learn!  In 

addition to the fun, it provides an effective 

way to introduce programming, provides 

skills useful in future employment and is 

suitable for children with a rage of 

abilities. 

It has been publicized that enrolling your 

child in an enrichment program, such as 

robotics, can provide multiple benefits.  

Some of these include companionship, 

confidence, learning teamwork, a sense 

of ownership and developing lifelong 

habits.   

Wendy Kenner, mother of a nine-year old 

son and a twelve-year teaching career, 

goes on further to explain.  “Our public 

schools try, but they can’t offer every type 

of supplemental class to our kids.” Other 

programs” incorporate special activities 

and enrichment classes as part of their 

regular programs.  This provides our 

children with the chance to try out new 

activities, learn new skills, and maybe 

even develop new passions.”   

She goes on to say, “At school, children 

may feel as if they are in competition with 

their classmates for a high score.  But, 

these programs provide children with the 

chance to learn teamwork and the 

benefits of working together cooperatively 

– both of which are important life skills.” 

This robotics workshops were a part in a 

series that will assist the children to build 

upon their skills.  Grade A Plus is 

collaborating with CERF to attract 

students at an early age to become 

interested in this subject and to serve as 

a pipeline to assist in future enrollment in 

the Army Ants when students become 

eligible to participate in middle school or 

high school. 

 

Academic Support and Enrichment for Fall 

2017 is now in session! Tutors from Math 

Graduate Department, MU Service Learning, 

Alpha Phi Alpha, and many more are on board 

and waiting to help youth in Columbia to 

succeed in school. Download application 

at www.GradeAPlusInc.com. Call us at 573-

268-4372 for more information and details if 

you'd like to enroll a youth in the program. 

 

 
We are gearing up for the annual CoMo Gives 

Campaign to be held December 1 – 

December 31, 2017.  The CoMo Gives is an 

end-of-year fundraising campaign for the 

Columbia, MO, area.  We need your support! 

Academic Support and Enrichment 
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